
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

Ms. Diana Lopez, Senior Editor
Sunshine R eview

RE: Pennsylvania Right-To-Know Act Request

Dear Ms. Lopez:

Your Pennsylvania Right-To-Know Act request dated 05-08-11 was received by this office
on 05-09-1 1 for:

1. Records of salaries more than $50k from January 1,2008 to January I,20ll.

2. Records of salaries from January 1,1998 to January 1,2001 for:

. CaptainlCaptatn

o DeputySuperintendent

o Superintendent

o Superintend in chief
o Commissioner

Benefits information in dollars for items 7 and2.

Overtime paid to personnel who retired January 1,2008 to 2010. For example ifjohn
Smith retired January 1, 2008. How much overtime was he paid?

Number of departmental-issued cell phones from January 1, 2008 to January l,20II.
Also. Any relevant policy regarding deparlment-issued cel1 phones and cell
reimbursement.

Number of deparlment-issued personal cars for take-home use from January1, 2008 to
January 7,2011. Also, any relevant policy regarding deparlment-issued cars and mileage

reimbursement.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS, FRANKLIN SQUARE
PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 19106

CHARLES H, RAMSEY
Commissioner

Julv 6" 2011
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On 05-10-1 1 correspondence was sent to you acknowledging receipt of your request and also
stated that I was asserting the City's right to (up to) an additional 30 calendar days to:

a. ascertain ifthe requested record does exist,
b. check legal review to determine whether the record is a record subject to access under the

Act,
c. determine if the request requires the redaction of a public record, and
d. bona fide stafling limitations (in retrieving and reviewing the record requested).

After a review of your requests, the follou'ing determinations are as fbllows:

Requests #1 and #2 are granted. See attached Job Class Salary correspondence.

Request #3 is denied pursuant to Section 703 as insufficiently specific as the Philadelphia
Police Department is unable to understand what you are requesting. The Act requires, among
other things, that a written request "identifu or describe the records sought with sufTicient
specificity to enable the agency to ascertain which records are being requested . . . ." 65 P.S. $
67 .703. Your requesl for "benefits inJbrntation in dollars" does not clearly describe what
record(s) you are seeking to obtain.

Request #4 is granted. No such oveftirne is paid to deparlrnent personnel who retire.

Request #5 is granted. There were 359 cell phones and 91 Blackberries in-service in year
2008. There were 246 cell phones and 212 Blackbeffies in-service in year 2009. There were 132
cell phones and 320 Blackberries in-service in year 2010. There were 80 cell phones and372
Blackberries in-service in year 2011. There is no department directive or policy regarding cell
phones or Blackberries issued.

Request #6 is granted. There were 515 unmarked deparlment-issued vehicles in-service in
year 2008. There were 474 unmarked deparlment-issued vehicles in-selice in 2009. There were
489 unmarked department-issued vehicles in-service in 2010. There were 486 unmarked
deparlment-issued vehicles in-seruice in 2011. Philadelphia Police Deparlment Directive #45,
Appendix "A", entitled "Take-Home Vehicle Policy" is attached to this correspondence.

Should you wish to challenge the determination for request #3, you may avail yourself of the
appeal procedures as outlined in $P.S. 67 .1101 of the Act. You have fifteen (15) business days
from the mailing date of this letter to file with the:

Office of Open Records
Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 Norlh Street, 4"'Floor
Hanisburg, P A. \l 120-0225
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Open Records Office
Philadelphia Pclice Department
750 Race Street, Room 203
Philadelphia, PA 19106
FAX: 215-686-1183
Email : police.research@phila. gov
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SUBJECT:

PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

APPENDIX (!A''

TAKE-HOME VEHICLE POLICY

DIRECTIVE 45
(8-12-10)

POLICY

A. Take-Home vehicles shall include all City owned/leased vehicles as well as vehicles
owned/leased by an outside agency, including but not limited to State and Fecleral
agencies.

B. Issuance of a Take-Home vehicle is premised upon the employee's position within the
Philadelphia Police Department (PPD). Take-Home vehicles may not be used for
personal use and family members or friends may not ride in Take-Home vehicles at
any time. Take-Horne vehicles are not to be used while offdutv exceot for
work related activities.

C. Employees may not drive, operate or be in actual physical control of the movement of
a Take-Home vehicle after drinking any amount of alcohol, or the abuse and/or illicit
use of prescription, non-prescription drugs or controlled substances(s).

D. Under normal, non-emergency operating conditions, employees will strictly adhere to
all traffic laws and drive defensively in a safe and coufteous manner. Employees are
required to follow all provisions as outlined in Directive #45 entitled "Safe Operation
of Police Vehicles".

E. Take-Home vehicles may not be taken outside City limits except for legitimate work
related purposes. Police Radio will be notified upon leaving and returning to the City
limits. For employees who elect to move outside of the boundaries of the City of
Philadelphia, in accordance with the provisions of Section G-6 of the Act 111 Interest
Arbitration between the City and the Fraternal Order of Police (Residency) issued
December 18, 2009, vehicles may be left at the City of Philadelphia Police facility
closest to the employees home, for the daily commute and on non-working days.

F. Commanders who are on terminal leave and are not expected to retum to duty will
contact the Fleet Liaison Officer at Macalester Street and Whitaker Avenue to
turn the vehicle in.

G. Commanders who are on a leave of absence or long tenn sick (30 days or more) will
contact the Fleet Liaison Officer at Macalester Street and Whitaker Avenue to turn
in the vehicle.

DIRECTIVE 45 . 1

APPENDIX (6A''



NOTE: The Police Department will provide transportation for personnel to the City
Medical Evaluation Unit at 19th Street and Fairmount Avenue or to any other
appointment that is job related.

H. The misuse and/or abuse of a Take-Home vehicle may be cause for termination of
the use of said vehicle andlor disciplinary action against the employee.

BY COMMAND OF THE POLICE COMMISSIONER

DIRECTIVE 45 .
APPENDIX IIA''


